Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Table Talk

Spiritual conversation starters for families

Matthew 13: 1-23:  Week of June 24, 2012
1. What is a parable?  Why does Jesus mostly speak in parables?  How can we use them to explain truths in our lives?

2. What four types of soil does Jesus mention?  What are the characteristics of each?  What happens to the seed in each kind of soil?

3. What type of soil best describes the condition of our heart?

4. What can we do to enrich the soil in the heart to make it more fertile for the seeds of the Word of God?

5. How would you explain this parable to bunch of inner-city people who do not know anything about farming?  What modern and contemporary language would you use?

6. What worries can choke your growth in Christ?  How do you for your life from these thorns?
Family Activity:

Plant grass seed in each of these types of soil.  Watch how the seed grows in each type of soil.  Ponder the meaning of this parable through the scientific activity.  

Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Digging Deeper

Sermon follow up study for individuals, couples, and groups

Matthew 13:1-23:  Week of June 24, 2012

1. What is a parable?  Why does Jesus so often speak in parables?  How can we use parables today?

2. What four types of soil does Jesus mention?  What characterizes each?  What happens to the seed in each kind of soil?

3. What does Jesus' explanation of the parable reveal about the seed?  About the various soils?  About the fruit? About the farmer?

4. What do parables accomplish that simple, direct speech lacks?

5. How does Jesus' challenge in verse nine help explain verses 11-12?  How does faith open you up to more spiritual insight?

6. How does the quotation from Isaiah (vs. 14-15) explain the difficulty of understanding parables (vs. 13)?

7. In verses 16-17, Jesus gives a new beatitude.  What have these disciples seen and heard that the prophets longed to see and hear?  Are we included in this blessing?  Why do you think so?

8. How would you explain this parable to a bunch of city kids you don't know anything about sowing a field?  What modern analogy would you use?
